
1975/01/08 


■<v 


op lanfo z 

HJ56j5BJ|Ai02 \ ' 

OCTflWilR **W 0061 505 
0 001230Z JAM 7 79 
KM AMEH8ASSY SAIGON 



TO SECSTATE-JfASHfcC I MMEDI ATE 1703 



SAIGON 8267 



HO 116521 GOS 

T AGS X PFOR PROP PINS VS VN 

SUBJECT! US REACTION TO NORTH VIETNAMESE OFFENSIVE IN SOUTH VIETNAM 
REF I A, SAIGON 0221 
B. SAIGON 0231 

1, KITH THE FALL. ON JANUARY 7 OF PHUOC LONG PROVINCE AND ITS CAPITAL 
TO NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS WE HAVE ARRIVEO A.T A TURNING POINT IN THE 
HISTORY OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT, WHAT HAS SO LONG BEEN CLEAR TO US 
Ml THIN THE GOVERNMENT AND TO PERCEPTIVE OBSERVERS OUTSIDE IS NOW 
CLEAR BEYON0 ANY POSSIBLE DOUBT TO THE WHOLE WORLOX IN THE CYNICAL 
BELIEF THAT NO ONE OUTSIDE SOUTH VIETNAM REALLY CARES, NORTH VIETNAM 
IN OPEN DEFIANCE OF THE AGREEMENT IS DETERMINED TO USE WHATEVER 
MILITARY FORCE IS REQUIRED TO GAIN ITS OBJECTIVE OF CONQUERING SVn’. 

THE US REACTION TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE CONQUEST OF PHUOC LONG 
PROVINCE IS THUS OF CRITICAL IMPORTANCE FOR THE SUCCESS OR FAILURE 
OF OUR POLICY IN INDOCHINA’. X / 

2, TH£ GVN FIRMLY BELIEVES THAT WE AR^IN A NEW SITUATION WHICH CALLS 
FOR V STRONGER, BETTER ORGANIZED DIPLOMATIC AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 
RESPONSE THAN IN THE PAST TO HANOI CHALLENGES AND WE HAVE BEEN IN 
CLOSE CONSULTATION AS TO how WE CAN IMPROVE OUR JOINT EFFORTS, THE 
GVN DECLARATION OF JANUARY 8 WHICH WAS READ TO THE DIPLOMATIC 

CORPS AND BRIEFEO TO THE PRESS (REF A) AND THE GVN APPEAL FOP RELIEF 
ASSISTANCE TO UN AGENCIES (REF B) ARE THE FIRST IN A SERIES OF MOVES 
UNDER CONSIDERATION, WE WILL REPORT FURTHER AS ThEIR PLANS TAKE SHAP 
E • 

3, AS FOR STEPS WHICH THE US SHOULD TAKE, WE URGE FIRST OF ALL THAT 
A STATEMENT BE MADE FROM A HIGH LEVEL, FROM THE WHITE HOUSE IF 
POSSIBLE t EHPHASIZING THE GRAVITY WITH WHICH THE US VIEWS NORTH 
VIETNAMESE ACTIONS. WHU.g AMBASSADOR ANDERSON’S COMMENTS 
JANUARY 3 WERE HFLPF'IL SO TAR AS THEY WENT, WE ARE NOW IN A 
SITUATION In WHICm AM f NT ] RE PROVINCE TOGETHER WITH ITS CAPITAL 1 -<AS 

♦ * * * * * * * * * « * * + * * WH 5 R COMMENT * ******* ** ** * * * 
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VANCE' I* NO«Tlr VUfNAH»5 $&*& IN- 1 A WON THIS . 

<0*M1NS: b~N OAd RADIO Rtwr or A broadcast by iurvin xalb sayino 
that- rr ace never came jo Vietnam* that his mas only another of« 

nxON»S tics; ANO THAT THE PARIS AGREEMENT MAS A CONTRIVED LULL TO 
SET AMERICAN. FORCES OUT ANO TO ALLOW FOR A DECENT INTERVAL BEFORE ‘ ' 
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TAKE OVER. KALB WENT ON TO SAY THAT ALTHOUGH 
WASHINGTON HAKES PERFUNCTORY STATEMENTS, NO SENIOR OFFICIAL HAS 
3 rOKJLN_PUT AND THAT IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS ARE ACTUALLY 
RELIEVED' THAT CONGRESS HAS IMPOSED RESTRAINTS, NET RESULT, SAID 
<AL8, IS THAT, WHILE A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE YET TO DIE, A COMMUNIST 
TAKE-OVER IS INEVITABLE, THIS ALL IS OF COURSE A GROSS 
MISINTERPRETATION OF OUR GOVERNMENTS POSITION, BUT THIS 

<ind of talk is bound to be increasingly hEaro unless rpt unless 

*E MAKE DECLARATIONS and TAKE ACTIONS WHICH PALPABLY DEMONSTRATE - 
THAT ME VIEW HANOI'S CHALLENGE FOR WHAT IT IS— A DELIBERATE EFFORT 
TO DESTROY THAT FOR WHICH SO MANY AMERICAN SACRIFICED SO MUCH 
THE RIGHT OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE TO FREELY CHOOSE THEIR OWN FORM 
OF' GOVERNMENT, V. 


. n 


4 , SECOND, WE MUST CIRCULARIZE- A NOTE TO THE: PARTIES TO THE" ACT- ^ 

OF , THE PARIS CONFERENCE, WHICH WE WOULD A L »t) MAKE PUBLIC, IN WHICH 
WE NOT THAT W£ TAKE THE GRAVEST VIEW OF HANOI'S VIOLATIONS OF THE 
PARIS AGREEMENT OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS, WE BFLlEVE HANOI MU5T 
CEASE- ITS OFFENSIVE ACTIONS, DISGORGE ITS CAPTUREO TERRITORIES, AND 
TELL: ITS SOUTHERN BRANCH, THE "PRG", TO RETURN TO THE NEGOTIATING 
TABLE IN PARIS ANQ SAIGON, WE WOULD ASK EACH RECIPIENT TO MAKE A 
PUBLlfc STATEMENT SUPPORTING OUR POSITION AND A DEMARCHE ^0 . HANOI 
ASKING- IT TO CEASE- ITS MILITARY OFFENSIVE AND ABIDE BY THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT,--. ME ALSO PECOMMFNO THAT WE ASK^ALL FRlENftL^ GOVERNMENTS 
HAVING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH HANOI ($UCH AS AUSTRALIA, • HOLLAND, 
INDIA, INDONESIA, SWEDEN) TO MAKE A SIMILAR APPROACH 'TO "THE DRV, 

5, BUT HOST IMPORTANT OF ALL THE THINGS WHICH MUST BE OQNE IS FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT TO MOUNT A CAMPAIGN TO BRING THF WHOLE TRUTH TO THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE ABOUT THF CURRENT REALITIES IN VIETNAM, ONLY BY SUCH 
A CONCERTEO EFFORT CAN WE OVERCOME THE DELIBERATE ORGANIZED CAMPAIGN 
OF LIES AND DISTORTIONS ABOUT. VIETNAM WHICH DON LUCE, FRED BRANPMAN 
AND^THIER COLLEAGUES IN THE INDOCHINA RESOURCES CENTER ARE CONDUCTING 

TO 

DISCREDIT OUR VIETNAM POLICY AND PERSUADE THE CONGRESS. TO REJECT IT, 

^ OR THIS PURPOSE w F BELIEVE THERE MUST BE SET UP WITHIN THE OEP ART M £N 
T 

a task force under a leader with the sole mandate to get uur to the 

AMERICAN PEOPLE The whole TRUTH ABOUT VIETNAM, ThE DEPARTMENT HAS 
AMPLE RESOURCES TO ACCOMPLISH THIS, AMONG THE MORE OBVIOUS ACTIONS 
THAT WE SHOULD NOW BF TAKING IS AN ORGANIZED SPEAKERS PROGRAM r'J.-" 
(DIRECTED TO IMPORTANT FORA TO ENSURE MEDIA PLAY) TO ENSURE THAT 
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>*o|. ICy AMD 1 HE STTIMVDn ON WHICH IT IS BASED li~/ 

‘fXPLAI^e 0 . a Y RANKING DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS TO THE PUBLIC, THIS IS 
TO -<5E TOLLOwED LIP BY in^ER RANKING OFFICFRS VISITING COLLEGE 
CAMPUSES# ‘ SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, FORFIGN AFFAIRS ORIENTED CLUBS AND 
INSTITUTIONS, AnD ANYWHERE PEOPLE INTERESTED IN FQRtTGN AFFAIRS 
Gf.T TOGETHER, ($■)*£ NOTION OF HO R Tn START COULD BE GAINED «Y 
.JOKING AT THE ITINERARY 0 p INDOCHINA RESOURCES CENTER SPEAKERS.) 

THF DE?A y T M ENT I T S T L. S' IS OF COURSE WFLL A RARE' OF THE MANY C ARAB I L I T I p 


AT ITS wI.SPOS AL ♦* H T C *-* COH-LP ^ E USED IN THIS WORK, 


RE -JST S c I 1 HE ABOVE ACTIONS IN MOTION SOON AhO ESPECIAL! Y 


•:E BUST I.AIImTH Ci U R c A ‘1 P A T r; ,M OF TRUTH A B 01.1 1 VIETNAM 
’•JSSTBLE IN DnDtV TO PR£-E M PT T HI PLAN OF DON l.iJCE 
TO STAGE A PROPAGANDA CARNIVAL IN C 0 Mrt F M OK A T T 0 « Op 
SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE PARTS AGREEMENT , 
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AS SOON AS 
AMO COMPANY 
THE JANUARY 
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